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1.0 What is the report about? 

 
1.1 To provide details of the proposed council tax charge for each area of the 

Council, consisting of the following: 
 

 Cheshire West and Chester Council element (including the adult social 
care precept and special expense charges) 

 Precepts relating to town and parish councils and charter trustees 

 Precept relating to the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire  

 Precept relating to the Cheshire Fire Authority. 
  
2.0 What decisions are required by the Council 
 
2.1 To set the council tax for Cheshire West and Chester for 2020-21 in accordance with 

the formal resolutions as shown in section 4.13 to 4.17 of the report.  The aggregated 
total council tax charge for each band in each area is at appendix E. 
 

2.2 To approve the payment arrangements for council tax and non-domestic rates as set 
out in appendix F.  

 
3.0 How does the decision contribute to the Council’s corporate priorities? 
 
3.1 The Council has a statutory obligation to set the council tax for the forthcoming year in 

line with the approved budget. The recommendations contained in this report support 
the vision for Cheshire West and Chester as set out in the Council Plan. 

 
4.0 Report details 

 
4.1 The average council tax levied is made up of 3 elements as follows: 

 Cheshire West and Chester’s charge for each area (including the adult 
social care precept) 

 The precepts issued by town and parish councils and charter trustees 

 The precepts issued by the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire 
and Cheshire Fire Authority under Section 40 of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1992 – sections 4.10 and 4.11 of the report. 



 
The aggregate of the borough council, town/parish councils, charter trustees, 
Police and Crime Commissioner and Cheshire Fire Authority amount of council 
tax for each band of dwelling for each council tax area can be seen at appendix 
E. 
 
Cheshire West and Chester 

4.2 Under provisions in Section 84 of the Local Government Act 2003, the Chief 
Operating Officer calculated the Cheshire West and Chester tax base for 2020-21 
as 123,713.3.  A breakdown of the tax base by area is attached as appendix A. 
 

4.3 On 5 February 2020 the Cabinet recommended a 2020-21 budget for Cheshire 
West and Chester Council based on a council tax requirement of £195,557,325.  
This equates to an average band D council tax charge of £1,580.73.  The charge 
for each category of dwelling is shown below:- 
 

Valuation Bands 

A B C D E F G H 

£1,053.82 £1,229.46 £1,405.09 £1,580.73 £1,932.00 £2,283.28 £2,634.55 £3,161.46 

 
4.4 The average band D charge represents an increase of 3.99% from 2019-20, of 

which 2% relates to the adult social care precept.  The power to raise this precept 
was granted by central government in the 2016-17 final settlement to enable local 
authorities to direct significant levels of additional investment towards adult social 
care and was extended in the 2020-21 final settlement. 
 
Special expenses 

4.5 As in 2019-20, special expenses will be charged to alleviate perceived double 
taxation in respect of play spaces and Christmas lighting. 
 

4.6 As a result of an annual review of the data used to calculate special expenses, the 
total amount of council tax raised through special expense charges has reduced 
by £3k to £350k.  The 2020-21 special expenses charge for each area is shown in 
appendix B. 
 
Town and parish councils and charter trustees 

4.7 Each town and parish council and charter trustee has notified Cheshire West and 
Chester of its precept requirement for 2020-21.  The total amount of these special 
items is £3,954,444.  
 

4.8 The band D charge per area relating to these precept requirements is shown in 
appendix C. 
 

4.9 The total Cheshire West and Chester council tax charge for each valuation band in 
each area (excluding major preceptors) is shown in appendix D. 
 
 
Major preceptors 

4.10 The precept demand issued by the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire 
is £26,034,227.  This produces a band D council tax charge of £210.44, which 
represents a 4.99% (£10.00) increase on the 2019-20 charge.  The Police and 



Crime Commissioner has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the 
Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 
1992, for each of the categories of dwelling shown below:- 

 

Valuation bands 

A B C D E F G H 

£140.29 £163.68 £187.06 £210.44 £257.20 £303.97 £350.73 £420.88 

 
4.11 The precept demand issued by Cheshire Fire Authority is £9,809,228.  This 

produces a band D council tax charge of £79.29, which represents a 1.99% 
(£1.55) increase on the 2019-20 charge.  Cheshire Fire Authority has stated the 
following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 
of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwelling 
shown below:- 
 

Valuation bands 

A B C D E F G H 

£52.86 £61.67 £70.48 £79.29 £96.91 £114.53 £132.15 £158.58 

 
Total council tax charge 

4.12 The average council tax to be charged to taxpayers in band D excluding town and 
parish precepts and special expenses adjustments can be summarised as 
follows:- 
 

Element Charge 

Cheshire West and Chester Council £1,580.73 

Police and Crime Commissioner £210.44 

Cheshire Fire Authority £79.29 

Total average council tax (excluding town 
and parish council precepts) 

£1,870.46 

 
The total charge by area for each valuation band is shown in appendix E. 
 
Formal resolution 

4.13 That it be noted that under provisions in Section 84 Local Government Act 2003 
the Chief Operating Officer made the following tax base calculations in respect of 
the financial year 2020-21:- 
 
a. For the whole Council area as 123,713.3 
b. For individual areas as set out in Appendix A 
 

4.14 That the council tax requirement for the Council’s own purposes (excluding town 
and parish council precepts) is £195,557,325. 
 

4.15 That the following amounts be calculated for the year 2020-21 in accordance with 
Sections 31 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (the Act): 
 

a. £808,452,212 being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council 
estimates for the items set out in Section 32(2) of the Act 
taking into account all precepts issued to it by parish 



councils. 
 

b. £608,940,443 being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council 
estimates for the items set out in Section 32(3) of the Act. 
 

c. £199,511,769 being the amount by which the aggregate at 4.15a above 
exceeds the aggregate at 4.15b above, calculated by the 
Council, in accordance with Section 32(4) of the Act as its 
council tax requirement for the year (including parish 
precepts). 
 

d. £1,612.69 being the amount at 4.15c above divided by the amount at 
4.13a above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with 
Section 33(1) of the Act, as the basic amount of its council 
tax for the year (including parish precepts). 
 

e. £3,954,444 being the aggregate amount of all special items (parish 
precepts) referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act 
 

f. £1,580.73 being the amount at 4.15d above less the result given by 
dividing the amount at 4.15e above by the amount at 4.13a 
above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with 
Section 34(2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its council 
tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to 
which no parish precept relates. 
 

g. £349,567 being the aggregate amount of special items referred to in 
Section 34(1) of the Act (special expenses only) 
 

h. £1,577.90 being the amount at 4.15f above less the result given by 
dividing the amount at 4.15g above by the amount at 4.13a 
above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with 
section 34(2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its council 
tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to 
which will be added special expenses or as the case may 
be local precepts. 
 

i.  Appendix C being the amounts given by adding to the 
amount at 4.15h above, the amounts of special items 
relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council’s area 
mentioned in 4.15e and 4.15g divided by in 
each case the appropriate tax base from appendix A, 
which has been calculated by the Council in accordance 
with Section 34(3) of the 1992 Act, as the basic amounts of 
its council tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of 
the area to which one or more special items relate (band D 
charges for each parish area). 
 

j.  Appendix D being the amounts given by multiplying the 
amounts at Appendix C by the number which, in the 
proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the 1992 Act, is 



applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band 
divided by the number which in that proportion is 
applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, 
calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 36(1) 
of the 1992 Act, as the amounts to be taken into account 
for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in 
different valuation bands (local charges for all bands). 
 

k.  Appendix E being the aggregate of the local charges in 
Appendix D and the amounts levied by major precepting 
authorities at 4.10 and 4.11 above, calculated in 
accordance with Section 30(2) of the 1992 Act (The total 
council tax charge for each band in each parish area). 

 
4.16 To note that the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire and the Cheshire 

Fire Authority have issued precepts to Cheshire West and Chester Council in 
accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 for each 
category of dwellings in the Council’s area, as shown in paragraphs 4.10 and 4.11 
above. 
 

4.17 Section 52ZB of the Act places a duty on the Council to determine whether its 
basic amount of council tax is excessive. The calculations must be made in 
accordance with principles set out in the Referendums Relating to Council Tax 
Increases (Principles) Report (England) 2020-21. Having made the relevant 
calculations the Council confirms that the basic amount of council tax is not 
excessive when compared to the principles set out in the report. 

 
5.0 Officer recommendation 

 
5.1 As set out in Paragraph 2 of the report. 
 
6.0 Reasons for recommendations 
 
6.1  The recommendations enable Council to set the council tax for 2020-21. 
 
7.0 What will it cost?  
 
7.1 The costs are set out within the report. 
 
8.0 What are the legal aspects? 
 
8.1 In accordance with the Local Government Finance Act 1992 as amended by the 

Localism Act 2011 the Council is required to set the amounts of the council tax for 
2020-21 for each of the categories of dwelling in the council tax area. This 
requirement is achieved by approving the statutory resolution shown in this report.  
 

9.0 What are the risks and how can they be reduced?  
 
9.1 Formally setting council tax levels as recommended in this report complies with all 

relevant legislative requirements. There are no additional risks associated with this 
report. 



 
10.0 What is the impact on equality and diversity? 
 
10.1 There are no equality and diversity issues associated with the decision. 
 
11.0 What are the implications of the decision on climate change? 
 
11.1 The Council Tax requirement set in this report represents the highest single source of 

funding for the Council’s 2020-21 budget. The budget includes additional funding to 
enable the Council to support borough-wide decarbonisation and combat climate 
change. 

 
12.0 Are there any other options? 
 
12.1 This report recommends the Council setting its 2020-21 council tax level in line with its 

budget requirement and the precepts that it has received from the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Cheshire, Cheshire Fire Authority and town/parish councils and 
charter trustees. As such there are no alternative options to deliver the sums required. 

 
 
 
For further information: 
 
Officer:  Mark Wynn, Chief Operating Officer 
Tel No:  01244 972537  
Email:    mark.wynn@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
 
Background Documents:    
 
Notices of precepts by major precepting authorities. 
Notices of precepts by local precepting authorities. 
2020-21 special expenses calculation. 
 
Documents are available for inspection at 2nd Floor, Civic Way Offices, Ellesmere Port 

mailto:mark.wynn@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

